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Where the Trail Leads by Nick Doversberger 

 Green forests cover the mountains of northern Galilee today, such a contrast to the arid desert lands farther south in that 
land. These mountains are not particularly high in elevation, but they rise up into the blue sky just enough so that one can, from 
certain places, catch sight of the Mediterranean to the west and the deep cleft to the east where the Sea of Galilee lies hidden 
from view. 
 Few travelers venture up this way. It’s remote and there are none of the popular sights connected with Jesus’ ministry. He 
only came this way on his excursion into Gentile territory at the ancient site of Tyre. That was, at least partly, an attempt at a 
retreat but, of course, there too he was called upon for help. 
 I went up into those mountains to see two places. One was the site of the ruins of a Palestinian town that had been 
destroyed by Zionist Israeli forces back in 1948. The other was to visit an old crusader castle, named Montfort. Both places 
bore mute testimony to the many tragedies that have befallen the people of this troubled land, and of our common human 
longing for a peaceful life together. 
 A pull-off on the side of the road was all I could find for a way to get to the castle, and that took some searching to find. 
Through the branches and bushes I could glimpse a view of Montfort. Its ruins lay on the other side of a steep valley, and 
stretched up a hogback ridge that offered a commanding view on all sides, a perfectly defensible location. 
 No one else was around. I made my way down the ridge, along a trail of sorts, crossing limestone outcrops and dropping 
sharply down to the valley floor. A wide, shallow stream flowed through the valley, its waters calm and clear, tumbling gently 
over rounded stones. Lush vegetation was all around. 
 I started across the stream, but moved slowly, not just for footing but because there was a flock of sheep scattered about. 
Some were standing in the stream drinking; others were along the banks grazing. I had grown up around sheep. We had them 
on our farm. So I knew how easily they could be spooked and how nervous they were when strangers appeared. But these 
sheep gave no sign of alarm. They just went about what they were doing as if I were not even there. 
 On the other side, I sat down on a fallen log, took off my shoes and socks and let them and my feet dry a bit in the warm 
sun. It was pleasant to sit there and absorb the scene. 
 It was late morning and already beginning to get hot, so I pulled myself back together and stood up to continue on the way. 
Just then, I looked up the valley and noticed a man sitting atop a huge boulder under the shade of a tree. This was the keeper of 
the flock, its shepherd. That’s why the sheep were so untroubled by my presence. He had been watching me the whole time. If 
I had made any threatening moves toward those sheep, I am sure he would have been down off that rock instantly. But, as it 
was, he was all smiles. We waved a friendly greeting to each other. My few words of Arabic didn’t count for much, but there 
was good will between us. 
 I went on my way, finally locating the faint trail that led up the ridge to Montfort. It wasn’t long before I was out in the 
open sun on the bare ridge, climbing over rocks and stones that had fallen from the ruins. Thankfully, there was one lone tree 
along the way that afforded a bit of shade and a place to rest. When I sat down I could see right back into the valley some 
hundreds of feet below. 
 
           See Trail on page 3 
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To access ZOOM gatherings 
 

· Go to https://www.hoodlandlc.org 
· Click on the GO TO: WORSHIP/COUNCIL/BIBLE STUDY link 
· First time users will need to download the ZOOM app (should 

automatically download) 

Announcements and Tid-Bits . . . 

How Can I Continue to Give?  
¨ Check - Checks payable to Hoodland Lutheran Church can be mailed to the church's mailing address at PO Box 594, 

Brightwood, OR 97011. 
 
¨ Online Banking - Most banks offer Bill Pay (your bank may call it something else). Set up Hoodland Lutheran Church 

as a payee, enter your payment schedule/amount, and your bank does the rest electronically. No stamp necessary! 
 
¨ Electronic - visit HLC website (www.hoodlandlc.org), click on the                        link and follow the user-friendly 

prompts.  

Financial Report 
 Jan-Feb Mar 
 
Net Operating Income $ 5,212.59 $ 3,957.79 
Net Operating Expenses $ 5,394.88 $ 3,127.76 
 
Total Net Income (Loss) $ (182.29) $      830.03 
 
Monthly income goal per budget $ 4,292.00 
How did we do this month? $ (334.21) 

 

Claudia Carlson 17th 
Deb Reischman 19th 
Katharine Holland 20th 
Joy Martin 25th 
Ruth Reade 25th 
Timmy Robison 26th 

Azul Cerralvo 
 It’s never too late to extend God’s grace 
and support for Azul Cerralvo and the work 
they do in their community. If you are so 
moved, send your gift payable to Hoodland 
Lutheran Church with the notation “Azul” on 
the memo line. Gifts we send will be put to 
good use. 

Neighborhood Missions 
Free Food Market 

May 24 
9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Hoodland Senior Center 
Assistance message line: 503-622-9213 

$901+ 

$500 - $900 

$150 - $499 

$0 - $149 

Other - $110 

Identifiable giving 
units per section 

2 

5 

4 

5 

Total membership on record ………….….. 47 
Total giving units (married couples = 1) …. 20 
“Other” represents total dollars from nonmembers 

Giving Pyramid 
January - March 2021 



In our prayers 
Those recently lifted in our  prayers Michael (Maureen’s relative) return of cancer and his parents and siblings, Peggy (Mike’s cousin) 
slight stroke, Siagash (Katharine’s godson’s son) doing much better after meningitis, Jackie (Katharine’s godson’s girlfriend) return of 
adrenal cancer, Ben (Katharine’s godson) and his colleagues following recent Colorado mass shooting, Christine (Katharine’s cousin) 
waiting to hear about test results, Jeannie and family (Katharine’s friend) whose son David was diagnosed with advanced lung cancer, 
Roger (Judy’s cousin) following removal of second cancerous kidney and strength for his wife, Barbara, and all those in need of continued 
healing, especially Tommie Kirkendall, Pastor Craig Johnson (from Christ Lutheran Church), and those suffering with COVID-19 
 
Help us to remember those who may feel alone and isolated, especially the residents of local independent/assisted living facilities, Martha 
Mandel, Ruth Reade, Pat Brown, and Dick and Carol Jones 
 
Grant strength to families who are suffering from separation, illness, or difficult times 
 
For the safety of healthcare workers and all who stand on the front lines providing care and those delivering and administering vaccines 
 
Praise and thanksgiving for Naomi’s restored health! 
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Trail  from page 1 _________________________________ 
 By now the shepherd had left his perch atop the 
boulder and was moving among the sheep. He was 
gathering them together. I could hear the sound of their 
bells drifting up on the breeze. Several sheep had gotten 
themselves back into a thicket and couldn’t find their 
way free. The shepherd “talked” them out. Not a word 
was intelligible to me. It wasn’t any human language. To 
me it was nothing but a series of grunts, whistles and 
calls. But the sheep understood. And they followed, 
especially when they couldn’t see the shepherd. They 
knew the sound of his voice, and they continued on 
down the valley, with him in their midst. 
 I ventured, then, further up on the ridge. Montfort, 
“strong mountain”, they named the fortress. But here 
were dead stones, relics of the past, memories of fallen 
pride, abandoned and empty, all the hollow confidences 
that fail. Yellow thistle blooms stood tall all around and 
the grasses waved in the hot breeze. Nothing but the 
buzz of an insect to break the silence. 
 It was late afternoon before I descended back into the 
valley again. By this time, sheep and shepherd had long 
since gone on their way. But there remained a presence 
there, a living reality among all the ruins I’d seen that 
day. It was a presence I’ve carried with me ever since, 
another “Montfort”. 

³0\�VKHHS�KHDU�P\�YRLFH��,�NQRZ�WKHP�DQG�
WKH\�IROORZ�PH��,�JLYH�WKHP�HWHUQDO�OLIH��DQG�
WKH\�ZLOO�QHYHU�SHULVK��1R�RQH�ZLOO�VQDWFK�
WKHP�RXW�RI�P\�KDQG�´��-RKQ������-��� 

In the Mail 
 
Jeri: Thank you so much for all the time and effort that you put 
in to keep us connected and informed via the “Good News”. I 
look forward to it each month and truly appreciate your 
dedication to getting it out (even during tax season). 
 
Cindy: Always nice to read this newsy newsletter! Thank you, 
Debi, for all of your work coordinating and rounding up 
information each month. More good news to be thankful for: 
Hoodland Senior Center will be staying where they are located 
now! Now we can write thank you’s to the county commissioners. 
 
Naomi: Thank you so much for mailing the Good News letter. 
I enjoyed reading this issue. I think that I am recovered enough 
from the heart failure episode & from the shingles that you can 
take me off of the monthly prayer list. I appreciate the additional 
prayer reminders as well as the prayer ventures list. Soon, I hope 
your work load will be easing off. Thanks again. 
 
Gabriella: Dear Friends at Hoodland L.C., Thank you so 
very much for your lovely Easter greeting and the flower seeds! 
We will plant those seeds as soon as we have a sunny day in our 
garden! You have stayed connected to us through various gifts of 
love and I am looking forward to worshipping again with you in 
the near future! Peace be with you! P.S. we have come through the 
pandemic in good health and are so thankful for our vaccines 
(2x)! We miss our fellowship of believers! May our risen Lord 
protect and bless each member of Hoodland L. Church! Soon I 
will be able to join again — that will be a very special day! :-) 

,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�\RX�DUH��\HW���
EXW�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�V��UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU� WKH� ZRQGHUIXO� (DVWHU�
JUHHWLQJ� FDUG� «� 7KDQN� <RX�� $�
YHU\� WKRXJKWIXO� ZD\� WR� JDWKHU�
XV� WRJHWKHU� DQG� FHOHEUDWH� WKH�
5LVHQ�DQG�/LYLQJ�&KULVW� 



     The Good News is a volunteer newsletter serving the congregation of Hoodland Lutheran Church. Distribution is mostly via e-mail list. To add or remove your name from 
the circulation list, please send your request via email to the address below or regular mail to the church. 
     Article submissions may be emailed to the address below. All submissions become property of Hoodland Lutheran Church and will not be returned. Preferred text 
documents submitted in PDF or Word format; photographs in JPEG format. Submissions may be edited for content and space availability. 

June Newsletter Deadline is May 20, 2021 
Email address: hoodlandlcnews@gmail.com 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

The Hoodland Congregation Council met via ZOOM on Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Members present: Tim Carlisle, Steve Carlson, Jeri Gallagher, Ron Jagow, Tommie Kirkendall, and Naomi Quick 
 
The meeting was co-facilitated by Tim and Ron. 
 
The meeting began with prayer by Tim. 
 
MINUTES from the January meeting were discussed and approved. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORTS for January, February, and March 2021 were presented by Treasurer Jeri Gallagher and approved by the 
Council. 
 
Net operating income from January 1 to March 31 was $9,170.38. Net operating expenses from January 1 to March 31 were $8,372.88. 
 
Jeri clarified that monthly Mission Support to the Oregon Synod/ELCA is $200. 
 
Hoodland Lutheran Church received a bequest in March in the amount of $70,000 designated for Pastor Compensation which has been 
placed in a restricted Money Market account. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
There was discussion re. the need to clarify roles of paid staff so that expectations are clear. Tim agreed to have conversations with paid 
staff so that job descriptions can be developed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A five-member Task Force (Deanne Carlisle, Ron Jagow, Debi Reischman, Marie Rowland, and John Young) has been formed to address 
reopening protocols following CDC, Oregon Health Authority, and Oregon Synod recommendations.  The ultimate concern is safety as 
we anticipate resuming in-person worship. The Task Force will make recommendations to the Congregation Council. 
 
Thoughts were offered regarding multi-media, music, and instrumental changes in our sanctuary based upon what has been learned over 
the months of online worship. A suggestion that has previously been discussed by the Council is discarding the pews and replacing them 
with chairs that would allow seating flexibility. 
 
Tim shared thoughts from a conversation he had with Ella Vogel, Director of the Hoodland Senior Center, regarding the possibility that 
the Senior Center may not be able to remain in its current location owned by Clackamas County. Tim "floated" the possibility of Hood-
land Lutheran housing the Senior Center. This led to thoughts suggested by Ella of expanding services to become a Community Center. 
Since their conversation, Clackamas County has agreed to allow the Senior Center to remain in its current location. However, the possibil-
ities were intriguing to hear. 
 
NEXT MEETING of the Congregation Council was set for Sunday, May 16, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting concluded at approximately 5:30 p.m. with prayer by Ron. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Carlson 
Acting Secretary 
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Prayer Ventures (petitions are offered as a guide to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for 
the needs and circumstances of our neighbors, communities, and world) 
1  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Rocky Mountain, Northeastern 

Minnesota, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Pacifica and Greater Milwaukee synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and 
encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an 
ever-changing world. 

 
2  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Oregon and Arkansas-

Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the 
church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
3  Throughout Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, give thanks for the rich heritage, gifts, cultures and contributions to our nation 

and church of our Asian and Pacific Islander neighbors and siblings in Christ. Ask God to bless and further the work and witness of 
ELCA Asian and Pacific Islander Ministries and the ELCA’s Association of Asians and Pacific Islanders. 

 
4  Pray for an end to the gun violence that has become commonplace in our country, and ask God for the wisdom, will and courage to 

advocate and work for laws and solutions that honor and protect God’s gift of life, for the sake of our neighbors and communities.  
 
5  Pray that we will be fearless, selfless and generous in our love and concern for one another because of the love God has revealed to us 

through Jesus Christ and the work of the Spirit within us. 
 
6  Pray for leaders of outdoor ministries and congregational summer ministries as they ponder how to safely share the gospel, nurture 

faith, and serve children, youth and families this summer. 
 
7  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the New Jersey and Sierra Pacific 

synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, 
serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
8  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly, that 

the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our 
neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
9  There is so much talk of love in the gospel message! Ask God to help us live fully the love we know in Jesus Christ, and pray that it 

will shine brightly in the world so all may know that God is love. 
 
10  Ask God to grant an extra measure of faith, strength, hope, resourcefulness and resilience to those recovering and rebuilding after 

natural disasters and severe weather. Pray that we will listen carefully to them and respond helpfully to their immediate and long-term 
needs.  

 
11  “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises,” for God has done amazing and wonder-

ful things! 
 
12  Pray that we will not forget nations or regions where conflict, civil war or other turmoil spread violence, displacement, suffering and 

despair; pray that leaders will seek just and peaceful solutions and reconciliation and attend to people needing safety and relief. Ask the 
Spirit to help us respond to these crises, especially through supporting Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA World Hunger and Luther-
an Immigration and Refugee Service.  

 
13  Ascension of Our Lord  Give thanks that we have not been left alone in the world to fend for ourselves, but that Jesus gives us purpose 

and that the Spirit equips and guides us to participate in God’s work in the world.  
 
14  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northern Great Lakes, East-

Central Wisconsin, Southwestern Washington and Saint Paul Area synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in 
choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
15  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northwest Washington, 

North/West Lower Michigan and Southeast Michigan synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing 
leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
16  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  Set aside time each day this week to join Christians around the world as we pray for unity. Let this 

year’s theme verse, from the Gospel of John, inspire you: “Abide in my love, and you will bear much fruit.” 
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17  Give thanks and praise to God that, through the Spirit, we find words to proclaim the good news of Jesus, that all who listen may be-
lieve and experience new life, joy and freedom in Christ. 

 
18  Thank God for our special relationship with the United Church of Christ, a full communion partner with the ELCA since 1997. Pray 

for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new resources for the work of sharing the 
gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. 

 
19  Ask God to renew our self-discipline, patience, empathy, and spirit of community concern and care as we continue to fight the spread 

of COVID-19 and respond to its impact. 
 
20  Give thanks that, at some point in our lives, the Spirit opened our hearts and minds to the testimony and invitation of our siblings in 

Christ, that we might be baptized into a new life in Jesus, follow the ways and commandments of God and experience the joy of eter-
nal life.  

 
21  Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northwestern Minnesota, Tex-

as-Louisiana Gulf Coast and Southeastern Iowa synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, 
proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 
22  Pray for teachers and school staff who continue to adapt to changing education dynamics and requirements because of the pandemic. 

Ask God to grant them wisdom, creativity, patience, strength and renewed passion for their vocation as they serve students of all ages 
and abilities. 

 
23  Day of Pentecost  Praise God that the Spirit is present in our lives, helping us remain faithful, equipping us for our baptismal journey, 

inspiring us to share the gospel, filling us with love and compassion, and guiding us in everything we do. 
 
24  Give thanks for the gifts, traditions, perspectives, insights and leaders of our global companions, which enrich our church, ministries 

and leaders. 
 
25  The Spirit of God moves and works throughout the world, through every language, culture, human gift and life experience, to spread 

the good news of Jesus Christ and of God’s amazing love for humankind. Praise God! 
 
26  Pray that the Spirit will renew and equip us for the difficult work of understanding, bridging and mending the differences and schisms 

in our communities and nation. Pray that God will make us bold in our witness as people of faith, yet humble, empathetic and caring 
as we listen to and talk with one another. 

 
27  Give thanks for the Spirit, which helps us when we are weak, sustains our faith when we are uncertain and pleads for us “with sighs 

too deep for words” when we aren’t sure how to speak with God. 
 
28  Mission Builders is a ministry related to the ELCA that provides opportunities for retired people to use their skills and gifts to help 

congregations, schools, camps and social ministry organizations construct or improve their facilities. Give thanks for Mission Builder 
volunteers who travel the country to serve the church, share their faith and inspire others to service. 

 
29  As we return to restaurants and other places where we socialize around food, remember in prayer those who suffer hunger and food 

insecurity across our nation and world. Ask the Spirit to strengthen our commitment to end hunger, advocate for our neighbors in 
need and bring hope and relief. 

 
30  Trinity Sunday  Pray that God will help us live with and value the Holy Trinity and other mysteries of our faith that far exceed our abil-

ity to comprehend. 
 
31  Memorial Day  Remember, mourn and give thanks for men and women in the military who gave their lives for justice, peace and the 

freedom of our country and all nations. 

Prayer Ventures, continued 
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10:30A Worship 
via ZOOM 

10:30A Worship 
via ZOOM 

10:30A Worship 
via ZOOM 

Acts 10:44-48 
Ps98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 

Acts 2:1-21 
Ps 104:24-34;35b 
Ro 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 
   16:4b-15 

Mother’s Day 

Tax Day! 
(finally) 

Thank you Veterans for 
your service and sacrifice 

6 Easter 

5 Easter 

7 Easter 

Day of Pentecost 

Holy Trinity 

Ascension of our 
Lord 


