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Abiding Faith by Nick Doversberger 

 One comment I heard frequently as the New Year approached was people saying, “I’m staying up this 
New Year’s Eve not so much to welcome the New Year in, but to make sure the old one leaves”. 
Understandable. 2020 has been quite a year with the corona virus, the political situation, and the 
various other challenges and losses each of us have had to face along the way. 
 Just recently Kris and I volunteered with Azul Cerralvo, the local organization that assists families 
with children or adults who have special needs or disabilities. That always turns out to be an eye-
opening experience. The majority of these people are quite poor economically, but they don’t act poor. 
 Our visits often take us out to some of the ranchos in the countryside. These places are small family 
farms, where there may be some animals such as chickens, goats, a pig, and maybe a couple of cows. The 
houses are basic structures, usually of concrete block or whatever building materials families can afford. 
Most homes are only partly complete; people do more as they are able. Everything is rustic; yet the dirt 
or sand “yards” are raked clean and often adorned with lovely, colorful flowers. 
 These are simple people. By that I do not in any way mean ignorant; rather, they are uncomplicated. 
They keep a pretty firm grip on things that matter most in the face of the challenges they face in 
providing the basics besides caring for their loved ones in need. 
 At one rancho we visited that day I went in with Justina, the director of the organization. There were 
three women, sisters, sitting around a table in the kitchen, visiting. They were having quite a pleasant 
conversation. The one woman and her husband were parents to a disabled man for whom we had come 
to bring adult diapers and other provisions. I was able to go back into his room. He was suffering from 
some sort of paralysis, and so he laid on his back on the bed. He was extremely thin as the disease had 
affected his ability to maintain a healthy weight. There was a window in his room that allowed him to 
look out at the sky and a bougainvillea bush. The paint had sloughed off the walls in his room, and there 
was only a cross and a picture of Christ on the walls. He was silent, and I wasn’t sure he could speak. But 
when we entered he brightened, smiled, and thanked us when he saw what we had brought along. He 
said his name was Jorge, but I saw Christ in him and his family. 
 Some days later we paid a visit to another rancho, Rancho Tamales, up in the mountains. We had been 
there several times. I love the name of the place! It was apparently so named because vaqueros herding 
range cattle passed through here and stopped for lunch because there was a good watering hole. 
Sometimes they left behind the remains of their tamales, hence the name.  
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Neighborhood Missions 
Free Food Market 

January 25 
9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Hoodland Senior Center 
Assistance message line: 503-622-9213 

 
Kelsie O’Dea  -  3rd 
Maureen Pelchar  -  3rd 
Kris Doversberger  -  5th 
Nick Doversberger  -  6th 

Financial Report 
 
 Jan-Oct Nov 
 
Net Operating Income $ 41,965.08 $ 3,113.28 
Net Operating Expenses $ 34,441.98 $ 2,951.62 
 
Total Net Income (Loss) $ 7,523.10 $       161.66 
 
Monthly income goal per budget $ 4,292.00 
How did we do this month? $ (1,178.72) 

SANCTUARY CLOSURE 
 
Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, our 
Private Prayer and Meditation and Sunday 
communion worship gatherings are suspended until 
further notice. 

Bible Study via ZOOM 
 
Join us as we explore Evolution of the 
Word: The New Testament in the Order 
the Books Were Written by Marcus J. 
Borg. In his book, Christianity scholar 
and theologian Borg has reordered the 
new testament chronologically giving 
readers an introduction of each chapter 
before inviting them to dive in with a 
new perspective.  
 

Every other Monday @ 2:00 p.m. 
Begins January 25, 2021 thru May 

ZOOM link on church website 
 

Call Tim for more information 

Announcements and Tid-Bits . . . 

How Can I Continue to Give?  
 
¨ Check - Checks payable to Hoodland Lutheran Church can be mailed to the church's mailing address at PO Box 594, 

Brightwood, OR 97011. 
 
¨ Online Banking - Most banks offer Bill Pay (your bank may call it something else). Set up Hoodland Lutheran Church 

as a payee, enter your payment schedule/amount, and your bank does the rest electronically. No stamp necessary! 
 
¨ Electronic - visit HLC website (www.hoodlandlc.org) and click on the Give Plus heart logo then follow the 

user-friendly prompts. 
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February Newsletter Deadline is January 22, 2021 
Email address: hoodlandlcnews@gmail.com 

     The Good News is a volunteer newsletter serving the congregation of Hoodland Lutheran Church. Distribution is mostly via e-mail list. To add or remove your name from 
the circulation list, please send your request via email to the address below or regular mail to the church. 
     Article submissions may be emailed to the address below or mailed to the church. All submissions become property of Hoodland Lutheran Church and will not be 
returned. Text documents must be submitted in PDF or Word format; photographs in JPEG format. Submissions may be edited for content and space availability. 
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Faith  continued from page 1 

 Anyway, there are several houses in the area composing this rancho, all extended family. The house 
we visit is home to a large family. The nine children are all adults now, most living and working in our 
area or in La Paz. But three of the “boys” live there. The boys are actually in their 50’s now and each is 
severely mentally disabled. Their names are Cesar, Mario, and Roberto. The first two are non-verbal, 
while Roberto says only a few words: pan (which means bread), mama, and the names of his two 
brothers. The other siblings take turns caring for their brothers. Each time we visit we bring supplies 
and food to share. The sisters prepare a tasty meal of wonderful regional cooking on the wood oven and 
we have a lovely time together. Starbucks has nothing on rancho coffee. Roberto was all over the banana 
bread we brought, and kept saying “pan, pan”! Decorations in the house are scarce, but there are the 
cross and pictures of Jesus along with the Virgin of Guadalupe, and old photos of family. 
 What such people all seem to have in common is a deep and abiding faith that sustains them day to 
day, and for the long haul. Despite the difficulties they face, or maybe in some ways because of them, 
they are kind, generous, open-hearted and gracious. They smile a lot, laugh heartily, cry together and, in 
all that, find joy. They know Christ is with them. 
 All this gives me perspective in looking ahead at the coming year. Whatever lies ahead, Christ is in it 
all. God is present. As the old song says, “Where love is, there is God”. Julian of Norwich wrote, “All 
things shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.” And Jesus promised, “I am with you always.” 
 A most blessed New Year to you, sisters and brothers in Christ! 

God is a big fan of your new beginnings. 
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Stay Connected  
 
Question: What piece of advice have you given to others? 
 
Clarence E:  To thine own self be true. If you’re not truthful with yourself you won’t be truthful with others. 
 
Kris D: Listen with your heart without jumping to conclusions and formulating your answer before the other person has finished 
speaking. 
 
Tim C:  Keep loved ones in your heart then they’ll always be with you. 
 
Claudia C:  Devote yourself to family, friends, and faith and care for others. 
 
Judy E:  No relationship is forever and The only thing you can really control is your own attitude. 
 
Debi R:  Don’t let anything steal your peace. 
 
Tim & Deanne:  Never go to bed angry. 
 

——–————-———–————————————————————————————— 
 
Next month’s question: What is your favorite bible verse? 
 

Email your response to hoodlandlcnews@gmail.com or call Debi! 

In our prayers 

Those in need of continued healing, especially Tommie Kirkendall, Pastor Craig Johnson (from Christ Lutheran Church), 
Naomi Quick, and those suffering with COVID-19 
 
Help us to remember those who may feel alone and isolated, especially the residents of Cascadia and most especially Martha 
Mandel, Ruth Reade, and Pat Brown 
 
You are our hiding place and protect us from trouble. We ask that you would protect those who are threatened, beaten or 
abandoned, and those who seek refuge, especially for Eduardo (Cristina’s brother) that he is safe and will soon contact his 
family 
 
 For the safety of healthcare workers and all who stand on the front lines providing care 
 
We praise you and thank you for successful healing from recent surgeries, especially for Jana (Clarence’s daughter), Teresa 
(Cristina’s aunt), and John (Debi’s brother-in-law) 
 
Almighty Lord God, give us true faith, and make that faith grow in us day by day. Also give us hope and love, so that we 
may serve our neighbors according to your will. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Quotes from Martin Luther 
“Pray, and let God worry.” 

“The less I pray, the harder it gets; the more I pray, the better it goes.” 



1  Give thanks and praise that God knows intimately our complexities, failures, accomplishments, questions, goals and hopes, and still 
looks upon us with loving kindness, newness and a desire for us to thrive as individuals and communities. 

 
2  Pray for our companion churches and international leaders as they confront multiple waves of the pandemic. Ask the Spirit to fill them 

with hope, resilience and reassurance that our faith in the presence and love of God, which we share as siblings in Christ, will unify us in 
caring for one another and in doing God’s work in the world, using our diverse gifts, cultures, languages, resources and perspectives in 
every circumstance. 

 
3  Give thanks and praise to God that we are children of God, knowing and testifying to the good news that Jesus Christ became flesh and 

lived among us, and that we have seen the glory of God’s only son, full of grace and truth for the world. 
 
4  National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  We remember and pray for victims of sex trafficking, involuntary servitude, debt 

bondage and forced labor in our nation and around the world, and we ask God’s guidance in caring for victims and actively working to 
end this abuse, injustice and oppression. 

 
5  Pray for Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, members of the ELCA Church Council and the Conference of Bishops. Give thanks for their 

humble service, their faith in Christ, their leadership and gifts, and their commitment to wrestle with difficult decisions and issues for the 
sake of the church and the world. 

 
6  Epiphany  As people of faith, we are not immune from wondering about God, Jesus Christ and the Spirit. Pray that God will be patient 

with us, illuminating the truth of who we are as baptized children of God and the reality and certainty of the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the true Son of God, our Savior, Messiah, Redeemer and teacher.  

 
7  As the pandemic continues, pray for doctors, nurses, emergency responders and health care workers who need renewal, strength and our 

gratitude and recognition as they continue to serve at great personal risk and sacrifice for the sake of our health and well-being. 
 
8  Give thanks for the people in our lives who inspire hope, faith and courage, and whose words and actions touch us, teach us the 

meaning of grace and move us to become bearers of mercy in the world. 
 
9  In Christ we have received forgiveness of our sins and salvation through God’s unfathomable grace, showered upon us every day. Praise 

God! 
 
10  Give thanks for God’s love and forgiveness in baptism, which marks the beginning of our journey with our siblings in Christ to share 

the good news, serve all people, grow the church and strive for peace and justice in the world. 
 
11  Pray for parents, students, employees and business owners whose plans and routines change day by day and week by week due to the 

uncertainty of the pandemic, that they might be hopeful, resilient and able to adapt, change and endure. 
 
12  Pray for our faith-based schools, early childhood education programs and day care centers as they provide experiential education, social 

interaction, stability and calm for the youngest of our children, who are often most vulnerable during times of uncertainty and anxiety.  
 
13  God is mighty, majestic and eternal throughout the universe, generously sharing strength and blessings with us. Give glory and thanks to 

God, and shout for joy! 
 
14  Ask God to help us practice justice, generosity and care for creation, sharing our resources with others who have few or who have lost 

resources or productive land as a result of natural and human-caused disasters.  
 
15  Pray for the young adults who have applied for a yearlong journey in international service with our companion churches and 

organizations through the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program, which will resume in 2021-2022 after a time of 
sabbath during the pandemic. 

 
16  Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner with the ELCA since 1997; 

pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new resources for the work of sharing 
the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. 

 
17  Jesus invited Philip to follow him as a disciple, and Philip, in turn, invited Nathanael. Ask God to help us be faithful followers, students 

and, at the same time, disciples eager to invite others to join in God’s good work in the world. 
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Prayer Ventures (petitions are offered as a guide to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for 
the needs and circumstances of our neighbors, communities, and world) 
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Prayer Ventures, continued 
 
18  Martin Luther King Day  Today we remember the life, ministry, sacrifice and activism of Martin Luther King Jr. Pray that his life and the 

legacies of others who have fought for civil rights and social reform will inspire our own commitment and persistence in working for 
racial justice, dismantling racism and combating white supremacy. 

 
19  We may argue about what is legal, what we are entitled to or what we have the right to do with our bodies and lives. But Paul reminds 

us that we have been made one with the body and spirit of Christ; we “were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.” 
Pray that the Spirit will guide us to live with humility and deference for who we are in Christ and in obedience to the ways and desires 
of God. 

 
20  Inauguration Day  As members of society and the church who represent varied political affiliations and perspectives, pray together for our 

nation’s newly elected president and vice president, that the Spirit will grant them wisdom, strength, commitment to serving all people, a 
deep understanding of justice and mercy, and the courage to enact change for the well-being of our communities and nation. 

 
21  Pray for the ELCA World Hunger Leadership Gathering, an online event happening right now that gathers ELCA World Hunger 

leaders for learning, networking, sharing ideas and planning for our common ministry to address hunger and its root causes. 
 
22  Pray for reconciliation, understanding and renewal in our divided nation so that we might work together for justice, compassion and 

generosity, serving our neighbors in need and the well-being of our communities as they struggle with vexing, deep-rooted problems. 
Ask the Spirit to inspire and guide our lives so that our values, decisions, actions and words reflect the gospel, the teachings of Jesus and 
the ways of God, who is good, gracious, merciful and just.  

 
23  Praise God that, as small and insignificant as we might be in the vast universe, we are wonderfully made and God knows every little 

thing about us and our human ways. 
 
24  In Scripture we read about Jesus’ simple, personal and compelling invitations to Simon, Andrew, James, John and the other disciples to 

drop everything and follow him. Pray that when God calls us to follow and serve, we will respond with faith and trust, even if we do not 
yet know where God is leading us or what God is calling us to do. 

 
25  Pray for ministries, nonprofit organizations and agencies that serve the daily needs of communities, families and individuals; pursue 

justice and equity; build resilience to cope with disasters and crises; accompany immigrants and refugees; and bring the hope and love of 
Christ where there is despair and weariness. 

 
26  When, like Jonah, we are reluctant to forgive, practice mercy or share the gospel with those we deem undeserving, ask the Spirit to help 

us discern God’s ways, grace and mercy for all people, and to act boldly without personal bias. 
 
27  Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith  Praise God for the witness and ministry of women of the early church. Give thanks for 

women of all ages and backgrounds who, responding to God’s call, continue to use their gifts, life experiences, knowledge and passions 
to grow the church, serve all people and be bearers of hope and healing in the world. 

 
28  Give thanks for the Lutheran liturgy and worship practices that equip us for daily life, helping us to praise God, listen to God’s word 

and experience unity in the body of Christ. 
 
29  Give thanks for the self-sacrificing generosity of people who demonstrate their gratefulness for God’s gift of life and their concern for 

their neighbors’ well-being by donating blood, plasma and even organs. 
 
30  Remember in prayer those who continue to struggle with unemployment, underemployment and job searching as a result of the 

economic and health impacts of COVID-19. 
 
31  Though our creeds do not speak of Jesus’ teachings, miracles or example, give thanks that, through Scripture, the Spirit reveals Jesus to 

be the source of our redemption and a trustworthy guide, instructing us how to live with one another, serve our neighbor and do God’s 
work in the world today. 

 
 
 
    Lord, in your mercy . . . Hear our prayers. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 1 2 

3 
10:30A Worship  
via ZOOM  
 
 
 
2 Christmas 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 

9 
  

10 
Gen 1:1-5 
Ps 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
Baptism of Our 
Lord 

11 
 

12  
 

13                                   
  
 
  

14 

 
 

 
    

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
10:30A Worship 
w/ communion via 
ZOOM  
 
 
2 Epiphany 

18 
 
 
 
 
Martin Luther 
King Jr Day 

 19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
Inauguration 
Day 

21    
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

23 

24 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Ps 62:5-12 
1 Cor 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
3 Epiphany 

25 
9:00-10:00A 
FREE FOOD 
MARKET 
2:00P  
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 

26 
 

27 
 

 28 
 
 

29 30 
 

31 
10:30A Worship  
via ZOOM  
 
 
 
4 Epiphany 

      To access ZOOM gatherings 
· Go to https://www.hoodlandlc.org 
· Click on the GO TO WORSHIP tab on the top of the page 
· Click the Worship or Bible Study link in the center of the page 
· First time users will need to download the ZOOM app (should 

automatically download) 
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ZOOM Worship Schedule  

(dates/location are subject to change) 
 

Feb 15 and 28 
Mar 14 and 28 
Apr 11 and 25 

 


